
 

Culture Cues 
Language and Communication Style 

Language and communication style refers to the verbal and nonverbal ways individuals express 
and interpret meaning, including tone, directness, and use of silence. These styles vary across 
cultures and can influence interactions, from casual conversations to professional exchanges. 

For example: In a medical encounter, a patient from a Western culture may prefer a direct, 
concise explanation of their diagnosis, while a patient from an East Asian culture might value a 
more indirect approach with context and sensitivity to avoid causing distress. Similarly, some 
cultures prioritize detailed storytelling to explain symptoms, which may be misunderstood as 
irrelevant in others. 

Family Structure and Support 

Family structure and support encompass the roles, relationships, and responsibilities within a 
family unit, which can be shaped by cultural norms. These dynamics often determine 
decision-making processes, caregiving roles, and emotional or financial support systems. 

For example: A patient from a Hispanic culture may bring several family members to a medical 
appointment, expecting collective decision-making, while a patient from a Nordic country might 
prioritize individual autonomy and attend alone. In some cultures, elders or male relatives may 
be the primary decision-makers regarding healthcare. 

Nonverbal Cues 

Nonverbal cues include gestures, facial expressions, eye contact, posture, and physical space, 
which convey meaning without spoken words. Their interpretation can vary widely between 
cultures and significantly impact communication and understanding. 

For example: In cultures like Japan, minimal eye contact can signify respect, whereas in 
Western cultures, lack of eye contact might be interpreted as dishonesty or disinterest. During 
a medical consultation, a provider unaware of these differences might misinterpret a patient's 
body language. 
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Health Beliefs and Practices 

Health beliefs and practices involve culturally rooted views on the causes of illness, prevention, 
and treatment approaches. These perspectives influence individuals' acceptance of medical 
advice and preferences for traditional or modern healthcare methods. 

For example: A patient from an Indigenous community may attribute illness to spiritual 
imbalance and prefer traditional healing methods, while a patient from a Western culture may 
rely solely on biomedical explanations. For instance, the former might seek the advice of a 
spiritual healer alongside a doctor, emphasizing the need for integrative approaches. 

Food and Dietary Preferences 

Food and dietary preferences reflect cultural traditions, religious practices, and personal 
choices regarding what, how, and when to eat. They play a critical role in nutrition, social 
bonding, and overall health. 

For example, a Muslim patient observing halal dietary restrictions may decline medications 
containing alcohol or gelatin. In contrast, a patient from a culture with no such restrictions 
might prioritize the effectiveness of the medication over its ingredients. 

Concepts of Time and Punctuality 

Concepts of time and punctuality refer to how cultures perceive the importance of schedules, 
deadlines, and being on time. These views can range from rigid adherence to flexible 
approaches, shaping work habits and social interactions. 

For example: A patient from Germany might arrive early for their appointment and expect to be 
seen on time, reflecting a strict adherence to schedules. Conversely, a patient from a Latin 
American culture may arrive late, as time is viewed more flexibly, which could cause 
misunderstandings in a medical setting. 
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